April 07

Faderal Communications Commission (FCC e
Washington, DC 20554 :

MAY 0 3 2007

Re: CG Docket No, 03-123; TRS Fund—0Drastic VRS Rate Cuts

Dear Chairman Martin, FCC-MNLR*‘J‘“MM

Commissioners Adslstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

| am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availabilty for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf peopie.

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. itis an important way in which liwe communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuais. | urge you to do averything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access 1o this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

« Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

« Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communitigs

o Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Adt
{(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services

|, along with other deaf individuals, therr families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf peopte with functionally equivalent
telacommunications services.

Sincersly.
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445 Tweifth Street SW
Washington, TC 20554

Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Guts

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) l RECEIVED & INSPECTED |

MAY 0 3 2007
FCC-MAILROOM |

‘1
|

Dear Chairman Mariir,
Commigsioners Adeistein, Copps, McDowelI and Tate:

| am a deaf parson and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicats. | was
appalled to lezrn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VEE rate, and

effectively cutti: ng VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking t¢ limii the number of
ceaf pecpis witn VR F access, the FCC should do everything ir its power io make VRS
available 10 more deaf paople.

|, aiong with cther Desl incividuals, use these services in both my work 21d personal
life. itis an i"r.'.so'tmt wey in which l'we communicate with beih hearing sro deaf
individuaiz. | urge you 1o do everything you can to make VRS service avaiizble to the
many dea’ pevnie wno currently do not have access to thlS vitai, lifz-chenging service.

Tre VRS =ie should encourage the VRS nroviders téf E_C""

e Serve mors deal peopie, not discourage them from rezoring cul o more
aest o ple

s Provide interpreier training programs so that there will be an adequaie
nuraher of gualifed interoreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

o Provide service and tﬁchnoiegy improvements, such as t~a deve'coment of
new viceonnonsg souipment, fuifilling the Americans with Zisabii
(AL randats of functionaily eguivalent teiecommunications sevices

L along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers. depend on VRS and
otner relay senices,

Please s'co any VHY program cute and fulfill the mandate of ‘he Aciencans wit
D';sabll'r ea fon ALY e provide deaf people with functionally ecuihvalern:
telecommunications services,
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

445 Twelith Street SW

Washington, DC 20554 o e

‘R%EHMMW"'
Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts / , _QEfVEﬂ&“,?ﬁ:*wgm

Oear Chairman Martin,
Comm:ssioners Adelstein, Copps, McDoweflfand Tatd:

I am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to* :J'Mrﬂt&._,q

appa led to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS

effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to maxe VRS
available to more deaf people.

l, along with other Deaf indivicuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. it's an important way in which l/we cemmunicate with both hearing and ceaf
individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf peoale who cur-ently dc not have access to this vital, Iife-.:hanging service,

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

e Serve more dezf oeopie, not d'scourage tham from reaching out to more
deaf ceople

* Provide ‘nterpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified ‘nterpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

e Provice service and technology improvements, such as the devalopmert of
new v'deophone equipment, fulfilling the Amer'cans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications sarvices

l, along with cther deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please siop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Ame-cans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functiorally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,

Signature /,
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC) _RECENE‘SE{ht <t

445 Twelfth Street SW
Washington, DC 20554 MAY 0 3 2007 !
Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts FOC-MAILROOM |

Dear Chairman Martin,
Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

| am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everythmg in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. itis an important way in which l/we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

* Serve more deaf peopie, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

e Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the tocal Deaf communities

+ Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services

I, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services. :

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with |
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,
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Dear Chairman Martin,

Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell and Tate:

I VOTE AGAINST VRS.

I am a deaf person and I love to use Video Relay Service to communicate.

YES I agree with you that you will cut VRS program. 1 support you 100 percent.
WHY?

BECAUSE Video Relay Service Operator are very greedy. They are TOO MUCH
RATES.

I understand how the Government feels about Video Relay Service Operators are very
expensive rates. 1 am not happy with too much rates.

I want you to order Video Relay Service Operators to reduce their rates.

I understand Sorenson company (VRS company) is now the richest company in America.
I do not think the rates are right. I am against too high rates for interpreter programs.
VOTE NO TO VRS.

THANKS,

ROGER WILLIAMSON
1814 Esters Road #2013
IRVING, TEXAS 75061
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
445 Twelfth Street SW

RECEVED & INSFECTED |
Washington, DC 20554 i

MAY 0 8 2007 f

Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts Eco MAIL RO g
Y TARHOOM
Dear Chairman Martin, w\j

Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

I am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking te limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

|, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. It is an important way in which l/we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. | urge you to do everything yaqu can to make VRS service availabls to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

¢ Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

¢ Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

» Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services

I, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services. - : -

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,

Signature Qﬁﬂw %‘
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April 2007

Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
445 Twelfth Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts

Dear Chairman Martin,
Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

i am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. 1 was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everythlng in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

1, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personai
life. It is an important way in which I/we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, iife-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

¢ Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

» Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate '
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

s Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services .

|, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS énd
other relay services. :

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with |
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,

Signature %fﬁf/h 3 ?‘A‘M
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
445 Twelfth Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: (G Docket No. 03-123; TRS Fund--Drastic VRS Rate Cuts

Dear Chairman Martin,
Commissioners Adeistein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

{ am a deaf person and ! use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalied to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectivaly culting VRS availabiity for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

1, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
iife. It is an important way in which liwe communicate with both heanng and deaf

individuals. ! urge you to do everything you can to make VRS setvice available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service

The VRS rate shoukd encourage the VRS providaers to:

o Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf peopie

« Provide interpreler training programs so that there will be an adequate:
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communitigs

+ Provide service and technology improvements, such as the developmant of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Aqt
{ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommun ications services

I, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on MRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf peopie with functionally equivaient
talecommunications services.

Sincersly.

Signature /QM% A, M & D_%_?J_jo)
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
445 Twelfth Street SW e s T

Washington, DC 20554 E“ s i

Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts voon B 2007

Dear Chairman Martin, FCF“-'\AAILROOM
Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:bem

i am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
avaitable to more deaf people.

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. 1tis an important way in which I/we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

= Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

¢ Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local DBeaf communities

* Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services

I, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with
- Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely, %} ( :
Signature /%‘-( %
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Foderal Communications Commission (FCC)

445 Tweifth Stroet SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: TRS Fund--Drastic VRS Rate Cuts

Oear Chairman Martin,
Comm.ssiorers Adeistein, Copps, McDowal:, and Tate:

lam a doaf person snd | use Video Relay Service (VRS) te communicate | was
appaiied to learr that the FCC staf! is intent on drastcally cutting Ihe VRS rate, and
sffect veiy cutting VRS availability for the dea! Instead of seeking (o limit the Aumber of
dea’ peorie with VRS access. the FCC shouid do everyth.ng in its power to make VRS

available lo more deaf people.

I along with uiher Deaf ingwvidusls, use these servicea in both my work and persona/
ife It s an mportant way in which i'we communicate with both nesring snd dest!
ndividuals | yrge you to do everything you can to make VRS service svailable to the
many deaf peopie who currentiy 6o not have access to this viled, life-changing service

The VRS rate stould encourage the VRS providers o

* Serve more deal people. ot discoursge them from reaching out 1o more
.. Geafpscple
"« Provide interpreter trainng programs so that thare will be an adequate
- number of qualified interpreters for VRS ard the local Deaf communities
« Provide service and technology imprevements, such as the develspmant of
. new videophone squipment, fulfiling the Americans with Cisabilities Act
. [ADA) mandate of functionsily squivalent telacommunications sernvices

|, aiong with other dest individuals, therr families and coworkers. depend on VRS and
other relay services. .

ith
Please siop sny VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Amerncans wit
Dfsabmtmpm {ADA) to provide deaf paopie with functionsiiy aquivaient
telecommurucatians urvic_:n
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC) RECEIVED & NG
445 Twelfth Street SW % 70017
Washington, DC 20554 MAY 0 3 70U
Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts FCC-MAY |

Dear Chairman Martin,
Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

| am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. It is an important way in which l/we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

s Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

¢ Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

o Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services

[, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,

Signature

Printed Name
Address

City

State

Zip
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC) RECEIVED & INSPE
445 Twelfth Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts FCC-M ALRO OM
Dear Chairman Martin,
Commissionars Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

| am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. Itis an important way in which l/we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

e Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

» Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

» Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services

I, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,

Signature @&)@)}) g&w
Printed Name g{_\birﬂ?do’ﬁ's 0
D r

Address ®ell7i0,
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Federal Communications Com F T
445 Tweifth Street SwW ommission (FCC) ‘ RECENEDE
Washington, DC 20554 MAY 0 3 2007

Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts
m}ivl

Dear Chairman Martin, MLE‘”._“”

Commissiorers Adelstein, Copps, McDoweii, and Tate:

1 am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Serv:ce (VRS) tc communicate | was
appalied to lsarr that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectvely cutting VRS availability for the deat instead of seeking t6 limit the aumber of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC shouid do everything in its power to make VRS

available to more deaf peopie.

- L akong with other Deaf inawviduals, use these services in both my work and personal

1)

iife it s an important way in which l'wes communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. | urge you to do averything you can to make VRS service available o the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, iife-chenging servica.

The VRS rate srould encourage the VRS~prowidcrs o

e Serve more deaf ‘people, not discourage therm from reaching out to more

deaf people. .
+ & Provide interpreter tranmng programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities
s Provide service and tachnology impravements, such as the development of
new videophone sguipment, fulfilling the Americans with Cisabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionaily squivalent telacommunications services

i

f, aiohtgi Lv)ith other deat individuals, their families and coworkers. depend on VRS and
other raiay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfilt the mandate of the Amernicans with
Disabiiities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally aquivalent
telecommumg:auom services.

vk

Sincerely,
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April 2007

Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

445 Twelfth Street SW

PECTED
Washington, DC 20554 EIVED & INS

REC

Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts MAY 0 3 2007

Dear Chairman Martin, FCC-MAELROOM

Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Taté-

| am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service {VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. Itis an important way in which l/we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuais. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

¢ Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

e Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

» Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services

I, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,

.-"/V\;] A '
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC) i RECEIVED & 1P cTED g
445 Twelfth Street SW ;
Washington, DC 20554 I MAY § 3 2007 5
Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts Ty ;

Eh_:‘_ \ﬁg,“# ROOM
Dear Chairman Martin,
Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

| am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. It is an important way in which l|/we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. 1 urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

* Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people ‘

¢ Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

¢ Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services

I, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,

Signature
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April 2007

Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
445 Twelfth Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts

Dear Chairman Martin,
Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

| am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. Itis an important way in which I/we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

+ Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

* Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

+ Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services

I, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,

Signature M@ e N
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC) — PECTED
445 Twelfth Street SW RECEIVED & INS
Washington, DC 20554 MAY 0 3 2007

Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts

FCC-MAILROOM

Dear Chairman Martin,
Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

| am a deaf person and [ use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. It is an important way in which l/'we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

+» Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

¢ Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

» Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services

I, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,
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